FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

	Q. Why does the school give my name, address & phone number to military recruiters and other institutions?

	A.
	The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act states that any school receiving federal NCLB funding must “provide, on a request made by military recruiters or an institution of higher education, access to secondary school students names, addresses, and telephone listings,” unless the student or parent requests in writing that the information not be provided.

	Q. If I submit this form, will colleges still be able to contact me?

	A.
	If you only fill out and sign the portion of the form relating to the military, your contact information will still be released to other institutions.

	Q. Who needs to sign the form?

	A.
	Students can sign if they are 18 or over, otherwise a parent or guardian should sign. (It doesn’t look like the law explicitly states that a student needs to be 18 in order to sign, so if you can’t get a parent or guardian to sign, you may want to sign it yourself and turn it in anyway).

	Q. Where can I submit the form if I don’t turn it in at registration?

	A.
	You can mail or fax it to the address on the form, or you can turn it in to the school office.

	Q. When do I need to submit the opt-out form?

	A.
	You should be sure to get the form in by October, however the military can request student records at any time so it’s never too soon. The beginning of your freshman year is a good time. 

	Q. Will submitting this form prevent military recruiters from contacting me?

	A.
	No. The opt-out form prevents the school from including your name on the list it sends to recruiters, but you still need to pay attention to where else you provide information about yourself.

	Q. I submitted this form last year. Do I need to do it again?

	A.
	No, as long as you submitted it to this school. [check your school’s policies in case they are different]


	Q. What if a recruiter does get my name, address and phone number?

	A.
	A recruiter will contact you to set up an appointment to talk with you about joining the military. Several parents have reported that the recruiter called their sons daily, even after being told they were not interested. Recruiters will continue to call or attempt to visit for months or years.

Recruiters play up the benefits of joining the military. Many of the benefits have hidden conditions, for example “paying for college” involves contributions from soldiers’ salaries, and “career training” means you get 6 weeks of training in your chosen area but no guarantee that you will be placed in that area when the training is over. When you leave the military, your training often does not apply to civilian jobs. Some recruiters make promises that cannot be kept. And they don’t always mention war, which is really what the military is all about.

	Q. I signed up for the delayed enlistment program, and now I have changed my mind. Can I get out of it?

	A.
	Yes. Until you are 18 and have signed official enlistment papers, you are under no obligation to join the military.  You simply do not have to report for duty, or you can write a letter stating your decision not to go. There are no consequences or records that will affect your future employment or legal status. If your recruiter tells you otherwise, get help from your school counselor.

	Q. Are military recruiters allowed to be in the school?

	A.
	_____________________________________________ (ask your school)

	Q. Where can I get more information about military recruiters?

	A.
	Go to www.tamewisconsin.org   or other local resource


If you are interested in working with other parents or students to address the issue of military recruiting in the schools, please add your name to the sign-up sheet or contact 
_____________________________________________________________________
(over)


